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Response to “The Myth of the Clash of Civilization” (by Edward Said)

Name

Institution

While delivering a lecture at the University of Massachusetts,  Edwards Said presented a significant critique on Samuel Huntington’s Essay and book on “The Clash of Civilization: According to Said, does not support argument of Huntington and urges that the collapsing complex, contradictory, and diverse groups of people in the vast bare disastrous consequences. For instance, Said explains that Huntington’s research is based on speculations and not based on facts or scholarly research. 

 Said does not believe in the division of people based on cultural significance, as claimed by Huntington. For instance, most of the competing powers, such as Western power, usually improvise their own cultural significance, which they would adhere to due to their mutual relationship in economic, cultural, and social significance — for instance, France, the United States, Germany, among others. Therefore, there would be no resistance among such countries rather economic interests. He goes ahead to argue that culture and other social relevance are separate entities that cannot be associated with leading to conflicts. Countries protect their culture, and there would be no connection between civilization and culture. On this point, I agree with Said’s viewpoint based on the fact that cultures are not related. They all work differently and that most of the countries and their leaders live to protect their culture. Therefore, there would not be any form of conflict on culture since each group of people has unique backgrounds that do not have benefits to different people. 

However, although Said presents a conclusive critique that poses thoughts on the relevance of Huntington’s postulation. In my opinion, the main cultural difference at the moment is Western, which consists of Christians and Muslims. The conflict between these two goes beyond any neither economic gain nor power. Therefore, there should be more research on the philosophy of cultural clashes in the new world.  
